Are believers in Jesus required to honor their parents?


This is a very important question that many people in Cambodia ask believers in Jesus.  It is a good question because many are taught from their youth that they should honor their parents.  Many who are devout to their religion do merit-making ceremonies for their parents before they die and also after they die.  They perform these religious ceremonies in order to show honor to their parents in the hopes that they will help their parents in the afterlife. According to their religion, doing these religious ceremonies for their parents will also help those making this merit to have prosperity and peace in this life and in the life to come.

Believers in Jesus are also very concerned about honoring their parents. True believers in Jesus desire to follow God’s Word.  The Scriptures make it very clear that those who receive God’s salvation will be given a new heart and will desire to follow God’s laws.  One of the great laws of the one true God is the following:

“Honor your father and your mother, that your days may be prolonged in the land which the Lord your God gives you” (Exodus 20:12)

Jesus is the one true God who created all things. He gave this law about honoring parents to people who believed on Him that lived over 3500 years ago! 1500 years later, after Jesus had died on the cross and rose again, He reminded His people of this important law two times:

“Children, obey your parents in the Lord, for this is right. Honor your father and mother (which is the first commandment with a promise), so that it may be well with you, and that you may live long on the earth.” (Ephesians 6:1-3)
“Children, be obedient to your parents in all things, for this is well-pleasing to the Lord.” (Colossians 3:20)

These are very important laws to God. Why? These laws are important because the God who made us also is the one who put parents in authority over their children.  When a child does not obey or honor his parents, he is also not obeying or honoring Jesus! We must honor God most of all! Honoring our parents is one way for man to honor the true living God.


It is important to understand that believers in Jesus are to obey and honor their parents while their parents are still living.  Some people honor their parents when they die, but while they were still living, they did not obey and honor them. When our parents die, it is too late for us to honor them.  Believers in Jesus who are still young and living with their parents will desire to obey and honor their parents every day. Those who are older and are no longer living with their parents will still seek to care for and honor their parents.  


If a believer in Jesus wants to show respect to their parents to the people in his village in a visible way by having a special ceremony, the believer can do this ceremony.  But he must make sure the ceremony does not have any idolatry or spirit worship. The purpose of the ceremony would not be to worship or obtain merit for them or their parents, but merely to show respect and honor to their parents before they die.   


It is also important to understand that believers in Jesus do not need to perform religious ceremonies for themselves and their parents in order to obtain peace, prosperity, and salvation. Why? Because the Bible teaches that Jesus, the one true God, humbled Himself and became a man, gave Himself as a sacrifice for our sins on the cross and then rose again, so that all of us could have peace with God and be healed from our disease of sin.  Jesus did all the necessary “bon” (merit-making sacraments) for us by living a sinless life and paying the penalty for our sins on the cross.  Believers in Jesus trust in Jesus’ “bon” because all of our “bon” is worthless before a holy and righteous God. 

“For all of us have become like one who is unclean, and all our righteous deeds are like a filthy garment; and all of us wither like a leaf, and our iniquities, like the wind, take us away.” (Isaiah 64:6)
